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Biography

Derrick Dean is a Professor of Biomedical Engineering and Coordinator of the Biomedical
Engineering program at Alabama State University. Research in his laboratory seeks to
understand how cells interact with and respond to engineered tissue scaffolds and how
this impacts tissue repair and regeneration. He also studies the structure-processing-
property relationships of multifunctional composite materials. He served as the Clark Way
Harrison Endowed Professor at Washington University in St. Louis in 2018 and received
the Outstanding Scientist in the College of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
at AlabamaState University in 2017. Before joining ASU, he held joint appointments in
the Materials and Biomedical Engineering departments at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham. While there, he received the President’'s Award for Teaching Excellence.
His other professional appointments include Associate Professor of Materials Science
and Engineering at Tuskegee University, leader of the Polymer Physics team in the
Advanced Technology Group at BF Goodrich in Brecksville, OH and Polymer Morphology
Team Leader at the Air Force Research Laboratory in Dayton, OH. He received a PhD
in Materials Science and Engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
as well as a BS and MS in Chemistry from Tuskegee University and was a distinguished

graduate from the Air Force ROTC program.



Honors and Awards

Clark Way Harrison Endowed Professor at Washington University in St. Louis
Outstanding Scientist in the College of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math at Alabama State University.

President’s Award for Teaching Excellence (UAB)

Russell Brown Outstanding Researcher (Tuskegee University, Sigma Xi)

Areas of Research

Polymers, Tissue Engineering, Composites, Processing, Cells
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Coursed Offered

BME 110 Introduction to Biomedical Engineering
BME 250 Engineering Thermodynamics

BME 290 Introduction to Materials

BME 410 Biomaterials

BME 412 Tissue Engineering

BME 430 Polymeric Biomaterials

BME 490/491 Senior Design



