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This semester, the Department of Music and College of
Visual & Performing Arts
initiated a major fundraising
campaign to address
the need for a new
piano for Tullibody
Recital Hall. With
the generous help
and support of Dr.
Tommie Stewart,
Dean of the College
of Visual & Performing Arts, and
Dr. Leon Wilson,
Provost and Vice
President of Academic Affairs, an
opportunity to replace the old
piano became available, and
with financial contributions
from the ASU Foundation
and private donations from
friends and supporters of the
music program, the new piano
was able to be acquired. The

official ribbon-cutting ceremony took place on November
5th during performance class,
where the audience enjoyed a

solo piano selection performed by Dr. Adonis Gonzalez, Assistant Professor of Piano at ASU, and inspirational
remarks given by Dr. Stewart
and Dr. Johnson, Chair of the
Department of Music. During
the ceremony, a check was

presented by Mrs. Kimberly
Baker, President of the Junior
League of Montgomery, for
the purchase of a new padded
cover to protect the
instrument. Afterward, students, faculty and staff enjoyed a
light reception in
the lobby area of
Tullibody. Additional monetary
contributions from
alumni and supporters of the music
program to assist
with the upkeep and
maintenance of the
new piano are welcome and
encouraged. Donations can
be made to the ASU Foundation Piano for Children fund.
Please contact the music office
at (334) 229-4340 for additional information on how to
make a contribution.
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News from Tullibody

Recent Job Placements & Graduate School
Announcements (send us your news & updates!)

Jessica Williams (2nd from R)
with the University of Memphis
percussion studio.

Assistant Principal Cutter

Dr. Michael Zelenak (top),
works with the Pre-K
HIPPY program.

ASU student brass quintet performing Christmas carols at the
Alabama Shakespeare Festival.

Jessica Williams (BA/BME,
‘13) was awarded a graduate
assistantship for the D.M.A.
percussion performance degree program at the University
of Memphis.

Aurther Kimmons (BA/BME,
‘13) was awarded a graduate
assistantship for the D.M.A.
tuba performance degree program at the University of
Southern Mississippi.

Brandon Evans (BME, ‘13)
was appointed as Assistant
Director of Bands at Escambia
County Middle School in
Brewton, Alabama.

Darrian Stovall (BME, 14‘ )
was appointed as Director of
Choirs at Park Crossing High
School in Montgomery, Alabama.

Bryan Cutter (BA, ‘13 &
M.Ed. Mus, ‘15) was appointed as Assistant Principal at
Pike Road High School in
Pike Road, Alabama.
Jamal Stokes (BME, ‘14) was
awarded a graduate assistantship for the M.M. vocal
performance program at Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia.

ASU Music Faculty & Student Community Outreach!
Faculty and student ensembles
from the Department of Music,
including groups like Trebled Soul
and the ASU Faculty Woodwind
Trio, comprised of Dr. Katrina
Phillips, Dr. Caterina Bristol and
Ms. Akilah Bryant, have been busy
this fall reaching out to the Montgomery community and providing
audiences with experiences and
exposure to various styles and
genres of instrumental and vocal
music. Please let us know if you
would like to have one of our
chamber groups visit your school
as we look to continue with scheduling mini educational outreach
tours during the spring semester!

Trebled Soul, under the direction of Mr. Tyrone Hayes, on tour at Johnnie Carr
MS, Carver HS, Lee HS & Park Crossing HS

ASU High School Honor Band & Honor Choir Festival
Dates (Feb 26-28, 2016) & Clinicians are Announced!
The Department of Music at
ASU will host the 15th annual High School Honor Band
& Honor Choir Festival on
February 26-28, 2016. The
Honor Band & Choir are
open to outstanding high
school musicians, grades 9-12.
Applications are currently
available online for students at
www.alasu.edu/musicfestivals.

The weekend event features
masterclasses by ASU music
faculty, a showcase concert by
ASU ensembles, scholarship
auditions for high school seniors, and a grand finale concert and awards ceremony
with both groups. Mr. James
Crumb from Minor HS will
serve as Honor Band clinician
and ASU alumnus Mr. Dami-

Mr. Damion Womack (M.Ed, ‘01)

on Womack from Montgomery Academy will serve as
Honor Choir clinician.
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Alumni Spotlight: Q&A Session with Ph.D. Candidate, Mr. John Peasant
Why did you choose to apply for
the Ph.D. program at UF?
I felt very comfortable and valued
during my visit and was very impressed not only by the rigor of the
school’s music education research
program, but also the emphasis on
being the best musician one can be
at any level of study. This helped
solidify my decision to be a Gator.

What was the application and
audition process like?
I submitted a video of my classroom teaching as well as evidence
of research. The in-person interview
was intense, yet it was all done in a
sincere manner.

What has been one of the most
memorable musical moments of
your teaching career?

The chance to bring music and
culture into an inner-city middle
school stands as the pinnacle of
my career. More often than not,
one’s first teaching job is often not
in the most desirable situation and
coupled with the naiveté of a new
music educator, the first few years
can be tough; however, I dug deep
and set the expectation for the
best in my students.

How did the Department of Music at ASU help you prepare for a
career in music?
The Department of Music at ASU
will always have my heart due to
the program providing me with a
solid pedagogical foundation, nurturing my work ethic, and introducing me to a multitude of fine
associates, friends, and extended

family. Additionally, my experiences at ASU also nurtured my
senses of resilience to stay focused and to treat every hurdle
as an opportunity to better
one’s self and to serve others.

What advice do you have for
current music majors at ASU
hoping to have a professional
career in music?
All students deserve a quality
music education; thus they
deserve the best musicianship
from their teachers. If one has
chosen this profession, they
must do the work. There is no
excuse for not being prepared,
whether you are teaching or
professionally performing or
both; people will expect your
best always.

Alumnus John Peasant
(BME, ‘06) is currently
pursuing his Ph.D. in
Music Education and serves
as a graduate assistant at
the University of Florida
School of Music in Gainesville, Florida.

Recruiting & Scholarship Info for 2016 Graduating Seniors:
Each spring semester faculty
and staff from the Department of Music audition talented high school seniors from
across the nation hoping to
land a coveted music scholarship to attend Alabama State
University! The Department
is able to offer several scholarships opportunities for finan-

cial assistance to students,
including scholarships for
being a music major, and
scholarships for university
ensembles such as Marching
Band, Wind Ensemble, and
Choir. Scholarships are offered based on the areas of
musical talent and ability,
aptitude, and academic merit.

This spring, there are two main
music major scholarship audition
days scheduled for on campus:



January 30th Connection Day



February 27th Honor Band &
Honor Choir Festival Event

Video Auditions are also welcome
and encouraged for consideration.

For additional information on
auditions, please contact the
music office at (334) 229-4340.

NEW: Middle School Summer Music Camp at ASU: June 27-30, 2016
This fall, plans have been
underway to launch a new
summer camp opportunity for
Montgomery area students in
grades 7-9. The new summer
camp experience will be open
to middle school and junior
high students who have at
least one year of experience
playing or singing in their
school band or choral pro-

gram. The Department of
Music at ASU is currently in
the running for a $20,000
Alabama Arts Education Initiative Grant from the Alabama
State Department of Education that would help subsidize
the program intended to reach
an underserved minority community in the Montgomery
and surrounding areas and

provide musical experiences
for children who otherwise
might not have access to the
Arts. The camp will be held
on the campus of ASU with
instruction provided by music
faculty and staff in conjunction with local music educators from the public schools.
Camp info will be posted in
Feb at www.alasu.edu/msmc

A Message from the Chair...

D EPARTMENT OF M USIC
C ONTACT I NFO

It’s a Great Time to be a Musical Hornet!

For Facebook users, please“Like” us at
Alabama State University Department of
Music for additional updates on music
students, faculty, ensembles and alumni.

Dr. Carly Johnson, Chair
Tullibody Music Building
Phone: 334-229-4341
Fax: 334-229-4901
E-mail: cjjohnson@alasu.edu

WE’RE

ON THE

WEB:

WWW. ALASU. EDU/ MUSIC

AND ON THE AIR:

ARTSation
WSFA - 90.7 FM
Mondays at 6 P.M .

Guest Lecture at ASU
Maestro Thomas Hinds

Welcome to the winter edition of News
from Tullibody, the quarterly publication
of the Department of Music at Alabama State University!
Here you will find information about
one of the most highly regarded
HBCU music programs in the nation.
Accredited by the National Association
of Schools of Music, we have remained
a competitive force in higher education
with an emphasis on developing future
music teachers and professional performers. We are proud of the success
and the achievement of our students,
alumni, and faculty and we invite you
to browse our pages, contribute your
news, and to come visit us on campus.
On our beautiful historic campus,
Tullibody Recital Hall and Leila Barlow Auditorium are alive with music
performances throughout the school
year. From chamber music to large
ensembles, from preparing for solo
competitions to preparing for grad
school auditions, the halls of Tullibody
are alive with the sound of music!
Dr. Carly Johnson, Chair
Department of Music
Alabama State University

Congratulations to senior vocal BA
major, Narah Van Cleve, on receiving a scholarship from the Vann
Vocal Institute to attend and perform at the Vann Vocal Workshop
held at Huntingdon College on February 12-13, 2016. Way to go Narah!

Upcoming Spring Semester Events at ASU:

Montgomery Symphony Orchestra

Thursday, January 28, 11:00 am
Tullibody Recital Hall

Congratulations!

Make sure to stop by and visit us at the ASU booth at
the AMEA Convention on January 21-22, 2016!

Guest Lecture at ASU
Dr. Rufus Jones, Author
Friday, April, 1, 3:30 pm
Tullibody Recital Hall

