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March 1, 2012

Dear Conference Participants:

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the National Conference 
on Health Disparities in Rehabilitation—Creating a Research Agenda to 
Realize Equity in Rehabilitative Health and to Alabama State University. 
The College of Health Sciences and the Center to Advance Rehabilitative 
Health and Education welcome the opportunity to host the Conference, 
and are appreciative of the funding support from the U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services’ Agency for Healthcare Quality and Research for 
this research initiative.

Research on health disparities related to rehabilitation services and 
rehabilitation service providers is all but absent from professional literature. 
Your work during the next two days will assist in developing a research 
agenda that focuses on the role of rehabilitation services and rehabilitation 
service providers in the health-related outcomes of African Americans and 
other underserved populations. Only through identifying, studying, and 
intervening in areas of health disparity will we ever achieve health equity. 
The research ideas generated and initiated through this effort are expected 
to facilitate general knowledge about health disparities in rehabilitation that 
will improve healthcare policy, quality of care and service provision, and 
professional education in rehabilitation.

The work initiated by the Conference may have a significant impact on the 
way rehabilitation programs at Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) view health disparities and may challenge assumptions about 
rehabilitation services and rehabilitation service providers in understanding 
health disparities. Ideally, the works of this conference will lead to research 
questions and subsequent research studies that will address health 
disparities.

Together, through the important work of this working conference, we will 
begin to address important needs in rehabilitative health equity outcomes. 
I thank you for your participation in the Conference and look forward to the 
outcomes of our collective efforts. 

Sincerely,

Steven Chesbro, DPT, EdD
Dean, College of Health Sciences
Executive Director, Center to Advance Rehabilitative Health and Education



Established in 1867 as the Lincoln Normal School 

by nine former slaves, Alabama State University 

has the unique distinction of being the oldest 

public Historically Black College or University in 

the United States. ASU also ranks as one of the 

nation’s leading producers of African-American 

teachers. 

The College of Health Sciences is housed in 

the 80,000-square-foot John L. Buskey Health 

Sciences Center and is home to six healthcare 

degree programs. Completed in 2001, this 

building includes state-of-the art classrooms and 

laboratories, and an auditorium that seats 209 

individuals. The programs of the College include: 

Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Health 

Information Management, Bachelor of Science 

(BS) degree in Rehabilitation Services with a 

concentration in addiction studies, Certificate 

in Maternal and Child Health, Master of Science 

in Occupational Therapy (MSOT), Master of 

Science in Prosthetics and Orthotics (MSPO), 

Master of Rehabilitation Counseling (MRC), and 

Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) at the entry 

and transitional levels. 

The Center to Advance Rehabilitative Health and 

Education (CARE) is located in the College of 

Health Sciences. The Center works to address 

the rehabilitative health needs of all individuals, 

with a special focus on African Americans and 

other minority populations across five key 

domains: clinical services, community-based 

services, educational services, policy reform, 

and research.

Alabama State University and  
the College of Health Sciences



HBCU CoNfeReNCe oN HealtH DispaRities iN ReHaBilitatioN
Creating a Research Agenda to Realize Equity in Rehabilitative Health

Thursday, March 1, 2012

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. Registration at the Embassy Suites Hotel

Friday, March 2, 2012

8:15 a.m.  Welcome, Introductions and Conference Overview 
Steven Chesbro, DPT, Ed.D. 
Dean, College of Health Sciences at Alabama State University 
Executive Director, Center to Advance Rehabilitative Health and Education

9:15 a.m.  Health Disparities, the Pursuit of Health Equity and 
Rehabilitation Professionals: The Basics of a Research 
Agenda

10 a.m.  Remarks by The Honorable Louis W. Sullivan, M.D. 
Former Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

10:30 a.m. Break

11 a.m.  Baines-Woodruff Endowed Lectureship in Health Disparities 
Ralph David Abernathy Auditorium

12:30 p.m.  Lunch 
Dunn-Oliver Acadome Banquet Room

1:45 p.m.  The Current State of Research on Health Disparities and 
Rehabilitative Health 
Lynda Woodruff, PT, Ph.D. 
Adjunct Faculty, Alabama State University 
Former President, American Academy for Physical Therapy

2:30 p.m.  Research Needs Assessment by Discipline 
Small breakout groups to assigned rooms

3:15 p.m. Break



3:45 p.m. Small Group Reporting and Large Group Discussion

4:30 p.m. Identification of Themes Among and Across Disciplines

5 p.m. Adjourn for the day

Saturday, March 3, 2012

8:15 a.m. Theme Team Identification of Work by Topic

9 a.m.  Facilitated Theme Team Discussion on  
Research Approach/Plan 
Small breakout groups to assigned rooms

10:30 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m.  Theme Team Refinement of Research Needs,  
Work Plan and Assignments

Noon  Lunch 
John L. Buskey Health Sciences Center, Room 212

1 p.m. Theme Team Presentations to the Large Group with Feedback

3 p.m.  Break

3:15 p.m. Post-Conference Work and Communication Plan

3:45 p.m. Support Resources for Research and Dissemination

4:30 p.m. Conference Wrap-up and Program Evaluation

5 p.m. Adjourn



The Center to Advance Rehabilitative Health 

and Education (CARE) serves as an umbrella 

program, under which many of the works in the 

College of Health Sciences are attributed or 

housed. Additionally, collaborative works with 

other colleges and institutions may be affiliated 

with the Center. 

The works of the Center address rehabilitative 

health and education needs of individuals and 

communities at the primary, secondary, and tertiary 

levels. Healthy People 2020 (www.healthypeople.

gov/), a 10-year national campaign of the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, 

has the primary goal of “Improving access to 

comprehensive, quality health care services.” The 

four major topic areas are coverage, services, 

timeliness and workforce. 

Key objectives of Healthy People address 

all domains of health including improving 

access to care, eliminating barriers that create 

health disparities, increasing the number of 

underrepresented minority healthcare providers, 

and improving data collection on outcomes of 

various health initiatives.
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CARE works to address 
the rehabilitative health 
needs of all individuals, 
with a special focus 
on African Americans 
and other minority 
populations, across five 
key domains

■ clinical services

■  community-based 
services 

■ educational services 

■ policy reform

■ research 



It is expected that a research agenda for rehabilitative 
health and health disparities, which specifically addresses 
the African-American community, will be created when 
rehabilitation faculty from HBCUs and representatives of 
related associations are brought together for that purpose. 

Specific Aims of  
the Conference
1)  develop a national research agenda that 

addresses rehabilitative health and health 
disparities by faculty of HBcUs with 
rehabilitation programs

2)  create a network of faculty members and 
others who collectively work to improve 
health equity for african americans in 
rehabilitation settings

3)  Facilitate faculty development through 
collaborative efforts



Funding for this conference was made possible [in part] by 1 R13 HS021035-01 from the Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). The views expressed in written conference materials 
or publications and by speakers and moderators do not necessarily reflect the official policies of 

the Department of Health and Human Services; nor does mention of trade names, commercial 
practices, or organizations imply endorsements by the U.S. Government.
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Regina Adams
Brenda Dawson
Dr. John Garland
Catrina Waters 

Dr. Bernadette Williams-York
Haley Cumbie, Publications
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