
March 10, 2020 

Greetings ASU Faculty and Staff: 

At all times, our prevailing concerns are the safety and well-being of our faculty, 
staff, and students.  The University’s leadership has been meeting to assess and 
develop plans related to travel, Spring Break, campus events and continuity of 
classes. The institution remains committed to delivering quality academic instruction 
and educational services to our students.   

As more information is developing about incidents of confirmed cases of COVID-19 
around the country, I wanted to keep you updated on the University’s response to this 
global crisis. First, let me say that there have been no reported cases of COVID-19 on 
the ASU campus; and as of this date, there have been no reported cases in the state 
of Alabama.  

As new information is shared with the University and/or as decisions are made about 
how the campus operates in response to COVID-19, we will communicate with you and 
will post those communications on our website at www.alasu.edu/coronavirus. Please 
check the website daily. 

For now, I ask that you adhere to the following: 

Campus Events 

All campus events that involve attendees who may have traveled internationally or 
from states that have declared “State of Emergency” are cancelled. For those events 
that were coordinated with Operations and Events Management, please contact 
Crystal Jackson at ctjackson@alasu.edu or by phone at 334-229-4529. For those events 
that you have scheduled in your area without Events and Operations assistance and 
you are expecting international or out-of-state guests, please contact your immediate 
supervisor, dean or VP for directives.  

Furthermore, no events, visits or tours should be scheduled on campus without 
coordinating with Operations and Events Management. 

Campus Tours 

All campus tours that involve attendees who may have traveled internationally or 
from “Emergency” states should be cancelled. 

Travel restrictions  

Please refer to the memo dated March 6, 20202, that was shared campus wide by 
William Hopper, Interim Vice President for Office of Business and Finance. The 
complete memo has been posted on our website at www.alasu.edu/coronavirus. 
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In part, the memo gives the following directives regarding travel: 

“In an effort to be mindful of the potential effects to our faculty, staff and students, 
the decision has been made to cease international travel as well as limit domestic 
travel. All travel will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis; therefore, it is imperative 
that adequate timing be allowed for the administration to perform a thorough review 
of any request that is made. If you do not receive a fully approved travel 
authorization, do not book hotels, registrations or flights without prior approval.” 

As an update to this memo, for those who already have approved travel authorizations 
to areas that have declared a “State of Emergency,” those authorizations will be 
rescinded. Contact the Office of Business and Finance immediately by email at 
whopper@alasu.edu for further instructions. The list of “Emergency” states has been 
added to the University’s website, but please note that the list changes daily as more 
instances of the virus occur. 

We also suggest the following: 

1. Refrain from personal travel internationally and domestic travel to 
“Emergency” states. Consider your risks and options when making decisions 
about personal travel. 

2. Self-quarantine for 14 days if you have traveled abroad to a country for which 
the CDC has issued a Level 2 or 3 travel warning for COVID-19. This applies to 
all travel, personal or professional, since February 25th.  

Academic Classes 

University has NOT cancelled any classes at this time. If there are changes or updates, 
notifications will be sent via University email and the information will be updated on 
our website.  The Office of Academic Affairs has a robust continuity plan for courses, 
and at some point in the future, ASU may decide to offer some classes online. If this is 
the case, students will be notified in advance of the plan to move forward with 
completing assignments via distance learning or designated areas on campus.   

Campus Operations 

We do not anticipate the closing of the University; however, if operations cannot be 
maintained on campus, essential support functions will continue and staff may be 
directed to work from home. 

Campus Cleaning 

Mr. Donald Dotson, Vice President of Facilities and Operations, has heightened our 
cleaning services for the campus by adding hand sanitizer stations to all high-traffic 
campus buildings and increasing the disinfection of high-touch areas such as door 
knobs and handrails. Mr. Dotson also is coordinating with Operations and Events 
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Management to assure that venues are sanitized before and after events. Areas are 
being disinfected with products recommended by the EPA and the Center for Biocide 
Chemistries (CBC). Additionally, we suggest that all offices have sanitizing wipes near 
workstations and counters for ongoing sanitation. 

If you feel sick 

Please be advised that if you are experiencing influenza-like illness, with fever 
greater than 100.3, and symptoms, including cough, body aches, severe sore throat, 
or runny nose, you are advised to seek medical attention immediately, especially if 
symptoms worsen.  Please do not return to class or work, participate in any campus 
activities or come to campus, until you have been evaluated by a health care 
provider. 

Community responsibility 

The following recommendations have been made by the CDC and other public health 
organizations: 

• Always practice good hygiene: wash hands, cover coughs and sneezes, 
and avoid sharing food, cups or utensils. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use 
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if 
soap and water are not available. 

• Make sure to avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed 
hands and avoid personal contact with sick people 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

For additional health safety tips, visit the CDC website or visit 
www.alasu.edu/coronavirus. 

Finally, Dr. Joyce Loyd-Davis, the Student Health Center’s Family Nurse Practitioner, 
has been designated as the university’s health liaison.  Dr. Loyd-Davis and the Health 
Center team will remain in constant contact with local, state and federal experts 
regarding COVID-19 to keep the University informed on updates. 

 Communications 

We are committed to keeping the campus community informed of updates, but please 
understand that situations are subject to change on a daily basis; therefore, it is 
imperative that you check your University email and the Coronavirus webpage 
(www.alasu.edu/coronavirus) on a regular basis.  

Sincerely, 

Quinton T. Ross, Jr. 
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President 


